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worshippers of might and the fist. But, that doesn’t matter. However, in every instance, as long as you
reside in our lovely and peaceful land, behave yourself like a polite and grateful guest. Don’t try to be a
boss nor try to impress us and don’t be going about among us spreading your opinions and views. All of
that smells of ingratitude and dishonesty.

Furthermore, we do not need leaders of your cut and character. Those days are long gone when
the first better person talked nonsense to us about the backwardness of the Polish people in their
religious, social and national life. For such talk, he would gather not only resounding applause but also a
generous collection. We know better today, not only from history, but from long years of experience
and from personal experience. There was a time when they could deceive us, when they were able to
pull one over on us for a certain time but, not always. We don’t require and we certainly don’t want
guests to teach us patriotism, especially by this certain European monster who was baptized in the
waters of barbarism and paganism and to whom the name “arch-patriot” was given.

Please give me a few minutes more of your patience. At the end of November a Geneva
correspondent gathered some news from the Swiss merchants who were in German occupied Poland. |
am repeating what was broadcast on KAP — “One of the unknown facts is the role played by the Jesuits
and the Franciscan Fathers in the time of the defense of Warsaw. After the burning and the fall of St.
John’s Cathedral, the Jesuits arranged a field chapel in the subterranean section of their monastery in
the Old Town. Here, they continuously conducted religious services preparing the soldiers and the
civilians who were severely wounded, for death. The people came in crowds through underground
passages for these religious services which were conducted primarily at night. In this subterranean area,
the Jesuits also had a hospital for the civilians who were wounded. Father Thomas Roztworowski, the
former editor of the magazine “A Current Review” published in Krakow, distinguished himself with his
heroism and zeal. He refused to leave the underground chapel in spite of his advanced age. He stayed
there until the very end together with the wounded and the dying.

When the Germans finally took over the Old Town, they dynamited that entire series of
underground tunnels in which thousands of people were still hiding. The search for Father Roztworowski
yielded nothing. He disappeared without a trace.

The Franciscan monastery by the streets Franciscan and Zakroczym was also made into a field
hospital. When the German bombs ruined a part of the church and the monastery, the Franciscans
sealed with paved bricks all the entrances to their underground area and arranged a hospital for sick and
wounded children in their cellars. The Warsaw army engineers connected the specially dug out new
Franciscan tunnels with the tunnels under the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary which was closer to the
Wisla River.

Just like the Jesuits, the Franciscans stayed at their posts until the very last minute. Most of
them died and only a small group of them that remained were brought with the wounded to a
concentration camp in Prussia.”

With this, | end my presentation of facts concerning the Holy Father, Primate Cardinal Hlond,
Archbishop Sapieha, the Apostolic Delegate Archbishop Cortesi plus the Polish clergy. Now, you, my
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listeners, judge sincerely and justly as to what they have earned for themselves, not only as regards the
Polish nation but also as regards the entire civilized world. Judge these cold facts and then give your
verdict.
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January 28, 1945
| greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

During the times of the First World War and then after the war, various individuals from the
land of our fathers began to visit our emigrants. Some were coming with praiseworthy purposes for the
good of the Polish nation. They were working for good purposes and they didn’t spare their abilities nor
diligence in work even though they often faced ingratitude.

Unfortunately, there were many others who came. They were party people and apostles of
various European principles, supposedly advanced, educational and cultural but they did not agree at all
with the spirit of Christianity and the teachings of the Church. The party people sowed the seeds of their
parties of which there were about thirty. Not only did they divide us, but they actually divided us into
about ten different groups.

The others, some kind of apostles were arranging meetings in Polish settlements where they
were taking up collections, arousing and taking advantage of the sincere hospitality of both the clergy as
well as the laity. They lived in the best hotels and after they returned to Poland, they slandered us
referring to us as backward, uncultured simpletons, etc. They benefitted from our credulity, shrewdly
playing upon our patriotic feelings, fooled us with worthless acts, took our money and left with loaded
purses.

History repeats itself. This present world-wide storm has again cast a group of Polish castaways
on our shores. Some, and this is many of them, are noble people who are honest and hard-working.
They work for their bread and their labor is heavy, tedious and very difficult. To these we owe
compassion, recognition and help. But, again there was found a certain clique of politicians and
careerists who under the impression, a very wrong impression, that their education or calling places
them on a high pedestal and obliges us to listen in silence to their statements, observations, opinions
and views. They completely disregard the fact that they are only guests in this country. They not only
claim infinite pretenses for themselves, but they even assume the right of dictating to us American
citizens as to how we should live and think and in what we should believe. They do not want to
understand that we are neither Polish Colonists nor are we workers at a Polish manor, nor are we Polish
farm hands. As American citizens of Polish descent, we are very proud that we have Polish blood within
our veins and we will never forget the land of our forefathers. But we cannot allow the first better
vagabond to tear us away from our faith nor to spit on our Catholic clergy and belittle the dignity of the
Pope.

Finally, please listen to the end of last Sunday’s talk entitled:
A HEROIC AND BLEEDING NATION

My New York indiscriminate critic asks such a ticklish question: “And what did your King Pope do
for Poland?” A complete and exact description of the Pope’s activities during this war will only be
revealed after the war. Then, the world will learn of all the moves made by the Holy See in defense of all
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Polish affairs. This includes the realm of diplomacy as well as that of charitableness. At the moment, all
we have are fragments of this activity.

| am not even mentioning the many fruitless efforts of the Pope in the days before the war. |
mention only the hand written letter, dated August 31, 1939 that was given to the Ambassadors of
Poland, Germany, France, Italy and the Minister of Great Britain in which the Holy Father beseeches the
governments of Poland and Germany “to refrain from undertaking any step which could precipitate this
present tense situation. He insisted that the governments of England, France and Italy support his
demands.”

In light of the fact that at that time the predatory intentions of the Germanic hordes were well
known, wasn’t this effort of the Holy Father sincerely pro-Poland and anti-Germany? Since the voice of
the Holy Father remained a voice crying out in the wilderness, we must look elsewhere for a reason.
Where? In the vehemence of the government and the entire German nation, as well as, in the
negligence and insufficient preparation of the other countries.

The Holy Father spoke in defense of Poland and the Polish people in his encyclicals, letters and
talks. When the German actions were thundering on Polish land and bombs were falling on open cities
and defenseless people on September 30, 1939 the Holy Father was speaking with a group of Polish
refugees with the Polish Primate Hlond and Ambassador Papee who were with them and the Pope was
comforting them and encouraging them to have hope. He ended his long talk with these words: “I'm
not telling you to wipe away your tears. This Jesus who deplored the death of Lazarus and the ruination
of His country, collects and some day He will reward these tears which you are pouring out over your
dear ones and over that Poland which will never disappear.”

Who doesn’t remember that famous Encyclical “Summi Pontificatus” given on October 20, 1939
in which, among other things, the Holy Father calls upon the entire world to pray for Poland and to
sympathize with our nation. In it he wrote: “The blood of countless human beings who weren’t even
involved in the war, awakens a painful lamentation over this nation. For its merits in the defense of
Christian civilization, our dear Poland should be inscribed with indelible letters in the annals of history
and has a right to the generous and brotherly compassion of the entire world while it is committed to
the invincible intercession of Mary, Help of the Faithful and awaits its hour of resurrection in accord with
the principles of justice and true peace.”

In his Christmas vigil talk of 1939, The Pope once more presented to the world the countries of
Poland and Finland and defined five points for a just and honorable peace. He did the same thing on
December 24, 1940. On the basis of supporting documents, especially from Poland, he affirmed that
“The destruction does not spare venerable churches, magnificent monuments or shelters of mercy but
reaches out so far that someday this will be written on the saddest and darkest pages of the history of
the world.”

In a letter to the Bishops of Poland on May 3, 1941 the Holy Father expresses his deepest
sympathy for a suffering nation and his confidence that within a short time, Poland will rise again. He
expresses these same sentiments in letters to President Raczkiewicz, to Ambassador Papee, etc. He did
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the same in 1942, 1943 and 1944. In public and private talks and writings, Pope Pius XII always showed
his good will towards the Polish nation.

This is not the limit of the Holy Father’s activity on behalf of Poland. The Pope not only spoke
and still speaks, not only wrote but still writes about the great sufferings and the just rights of the Polish
nation. To all of that, he added works of mercy and dispenses material help to the People in Poland as
well as to the Polish refugees wherever they are found. As early as November, 1939 when | was living in
Rome, | knew of the endless efforts of the Holy Father to obtain permission from the occupying forces to
allow a Papal charitable commission to bring aid to Poland. As far as | know, | was the first to inform the
then Secretary of State Cardinal Maglione that the Holy See will be disappointed in that matter.

| got that information from the lips of a certain person who had just flown in from Berlin. There
he had met with the German minister in charge of affairs in foreign countries. He spoke with him for
three hours. During their talk, the minister told him bluntly, without mincing matters that “the German
government will never allow any Vatican representatives entry or any type of charitable activity on
Polish land.” That kind of information terrified me. | asked my informant for permission to inform the
Cardinal Secretary of this threatening situation. He willingly agreed under the condition that no names
or dates are used.

The following day | went to the Vatican Secretariat. When the Cardinal heard my short and
gloomy report, | watched his face grow pale and his eyes fill with tears. When I finished, he sighed
deeply and said in alarm, “Oh, God! Have mercy! Oh, merciful God!”

| understand that further efforts were made, but they were always futile, always fruitless.
However, the Holy Father found other means and ways of bringing them help. | know that into the
hands of a charitable organization in Poland known as “The Main Protective Council” there were trains
coming from Italy, Switzerland and Portugal, filled with food, medicines and clothing. The Holy Father
paid for all of this.

The Holy See sent help to the military prisoners in the camps in Rumania and | saw this with my
own eyes. Help was also sent to the camps in Austria, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Spain. The Holy See was
also helping Polish refugees both financially and materially wherever fate took them. You don’t have to
believe what I’'m saying, but read the Polish newspapers, check the reports of the Red Cross and that of
the International Red Cross, the Osservatore Romano, the English Catholic Newsletter, etc.

The Holy Father also helped in the creation and opening of Homes for Soldiers — Clubs —
Libraries. The Pope provided money for the education of Polish youth, sent money and help to hospitals,
etc., and did this endlessly. In spite of all of that, you and others like you dare to pose questions in a
mean and mocking manner: “What did your King and Pope do for Poland?”

It seems to bother you terribly that the Holy Father did not even throw a curse upon the
powerful Germans. How would that help? Just as much as if the Holy Father threw a curse at you. Would
the meaning and the weight of this curse favorably and beneficially influence your opinions, your
behavior and your life? No way. You yourself know better. You would only hate more passionately, you
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would more stubbornly jeer and you would stilly haughtily blaspheme. If that Bavarian paper hanger not
only had faith but at the same time was a practicing Catholic, then maybe you would be right. But, just
read for yourself the “Mein Kampf” and consider the actions of that leader of the Germans. He is
nothing other than a barbaric monster and a pagan monster.

Now, | don’t know whether it is hatred or some sort of obsession that caused you to describe
the Polish priests in such an abominable and unjust statement: “Today the Roman clergy are suffering in
Poland, but they are suffering for their own crimes and not for being Polish.” In such a case, why are the
Jewish rabbis suffering? Why are the schismatic clergy suffering> Why are the Lutheran clergy suffering?
Why are the Greek Catholic clergy suffering or the Armenian clergy? According to your logic they are all
a bunch of criminals. Why is every man, every woman and every child suffering? Everyone in Poland is
suffering for their faith and for being Polish. Again | repeat and you do not have to believe in my
evidence, but in this case, believe the head of the German Gestapo who, in a brutal and public speech in
the vicinity of Warsaw, expressed himself in such words: “We must exterminate all the Polish men and
Polish women. Every one of them even a Polish child, is a soldier of Polish ethnicity.”

If you would read the accounts of the concentration camps at Dachau, Buchenwald, Birkenau,
Auschwitz, Majdanik,Oswiecim, Oranienburg and Sachsenhausen, perhaps you would slightly change
your opinions of obstinacy, contempt and inhumane hatred which floods your soul and with which your
heart and mind burn towards the Catholic faith and the Polish clergy.

| shall now recount a few instances in which the Polish clergy did not play a second rate role.
During the time of the Warsaw uprising, six Polish priests died. They had shared the difficulties and the
dangers of the campaign equally with these defenders of the Polish capital. After the failure of this
uprising, all the clergy of Warsaw, with Archbishop Galla in the lead were driven out to some unknown
destination. Later, it was discovered that the Gestapo had arranged a special concentration camp near
Lowicz that was especially for them. From there, the younger clergy were transferred to Germany for
forced labor and the older clergy were taken to Oranienburg where they were condemned to die the
slow death of starvation. The fate of Archbishop Galla is unknown.

On September 29, 1944 the Germans conducted an execution in Krakow shooting 80 individuals.
Among the condemned was a priest who had encouraged and comforted the unfortunate. He begged
his executioners to shoot him at the very end so that he would be able to pray for and bless each of his
compatriots. His petition was accepted and acknowledged. When it was the priest’s turn to face the
firing squad, he turned to face his executioners, proudly raised his head, smiled and raised his hand
attempting to trace the Sign of the Cross over his executioners. At that moment a hail of bullets struck
him and the priest fell. He did not succeed in blessing his enemies. Does this priest also deserve to be
called “a coward in a cassock?”

Listen to what the poet and soldier, Anthony Boguslawski writes in the “Polish Daily” that comes
out of London. This article is an exquisite answer to your unjust and vile accusations: “These priests in
uniforms: we know many of them have laid down their lives for this country. Lost, tortured, condemned
to mistreatment and to exile, they went, keeping before their eyes the image of the Savior. They fell on
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the steps of holy places in order to protect their faithful from their persecutors. Our eyes will not see
many of them when we return to our country. Some priests went with us sharing a soldier’s hard life.
They worked their way through bristling bayonets on the border; across foreign lands until they met up
with the Polish soldiers who greeted them with great longing. They brought them the comfort of their
religion in their own language. They brought them the Divine Service and church hymns. These priests
shared with the soldiers the difficulties of long marches, the dangers of battles and the horrors of
imprisonment. There was no lack of priests anywhere in the Polish army. Today, they were killed in a
field of honor. In Italy two of them were felled by bullets; seven other priests were seriously wounded .
At Monte Cassino, the Carmelite Father August Huczynski lost his life when he was struck by an enemy
bullet. In another battle, Father Stanislaus Targosz was killed and while Father Lisowski suffered a
serious wound in his jaw due to which he cannot speak at all.

During the battles of the First Division of Tanks in France, Father Glazewski was wounded and
Father Victor Hupa, a Franciscan was killed. The enemy showed no respect to the flag of the Red Cross
nor the crucifix which this humble Franciscan held out to him in a fraternal gesture. They died, just like
Father Skorupka died at Warsaw; they fell on the field of glory as Knights of Christ and of Poland. The
Church, Poland and the Polish Army will never forget them!”

You heard now what a Polish soldier who was brought up in the hard school of a soldier’s life
wrote about these Roman priests. He calls those whom you mistreat and spit upon as “knights of Christ
and of Poland.” No doubt you will be amazed and most probably angered by the information that on
November 20, 1944, thirteen Polish Army Chaplains of the Second Corps of the Polish Army, fighting in
Italy, received the highest army recognition. Two of them received the highest military distinction: the
cross “Virtuti Militari.” You ask — why? ; for their self-sacrifice and dedication to Poland, to the Polish
soldier in moments of great danger on lands that were heavily mined, in the midst of furious
bombardment, amid flying bullets causing crippling or death. Who do you think you are to have the
impudence and the audacity to so shamelessly and unjustly do harm to the Polish priests who are dying
of hunger on Polish lands, dying in prisons and in concentration camps, beaten and tortured in various
ways that are thought out by these human devils, then killed on battle fronts?

In your eyes they are all criminals without any honor and unworthy of any sympathy or mercy
and not having the least right to humane treatment. You, who managed to escape from that hell of pain
and suffering, seeing all of this, you are filled with “hellish delight” you are satisfied and walk about
happily. You consider yourself a cultured, enlightened and progressive person; you have completely and
comfortably lost the principle of love of neighbor, kindness and human nobility. Every word of your
resonates with hatred, contempt and revenge. The pagan brute and barbaric beast come through your
words. Actually, you don’t write any differently than in the tone of German tragedians, and Lords of the
Huns. There’s nothing so surprising in this. It happens in every instance when a person momentarily
forgets or deliberately casts aside the principles of Christianity and begins to float on the waves of arch-
patriotism. Then he is overcome by some sort of wild fever and falls into a high fever. He then talks
deliriously, raves, talks rubbish, babbles and talks total nonsense. That’s exactly your style and your
method. | don’t know whether you inherited this from a certain party which spread like a disease within
the boundaries of Poland or whether you appropriated that for yourself from the cultured and pagan




